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PART I 





IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE 
THE MERCIFUL 

PRAISE BELONGS TO GOD THE LORD OF THE 3 
WORLDS AND MAY HIS BLESSING BE UPON 
OUR LORD MUHAMMAD AND HIS FAMILY, 

ALL OF THEM 1 

MUHAMMAD’S PURE DESCENT 
FROM ADAM 

Abu Muhammad 'Abdu’l-Malik ibn Hisham the Grammarian said : 

This is the book of the biography of the apostle of God. 

Muhammad was the son of 'Abdullah, b. 'Abdu’l-Muttalib (whose name 
was Shayba), b. Hashim (whose name was 'Amr), b. 'Abdu Manaf (whose 
name was al-Mughlra), b. Qusayy (whose name was Zayd), b. Kilab, b. 
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S and when he died he was buried in the sacred precincts' of the Ka'ba 
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the only man who knows its meaning is he who knows about the visit 
without my telling him.’ Thereupon one of them recommended him 
send for Shiqq and Satth, for they knew more than othm and would 
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men below. He stuck the toothpick in his mouth 
guards, who in coarse language inquired what had 
head,’ he replied. They looked at the window and 
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Afterwards Jurhum behaved high-handedly in I 
that which was taboo. Those who entered the tov 
tribe they treated badly and they appropriated gif 
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PART II 
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Khuwaylid who also follows him in his religion.’ 'Afif said after he had 
become a Muslim and Islam was firmly established in his heart, “Would 
that I had been a fourth!” 






Leave to Me him I made, 

Giving him wealth and trade, 

While sons before him played, 

The road for him I laid, 

Then he coveted more of My aid, 

Ay, Our signs hath he gainsaid (169).* 

T shall impose on him a grievous burden ; he thought and planned ; may 
he perish how he planned, may he perish how he planned. Then he looked, 
then he frowned, and showed anger’ (170). 

'Then he turned his back in pride and said, "This is nothing but ancient 
sorcery, this is nothing but the speech of a mortal”.’ 



Tamed ones, between six and nine years old; 

You see amulets on them, and alabaster ornaments 
Bound on their necks like date-bearing branches. 

I take refuge with the Lord of men from every advc 






who fixed Thablr in his place. 
And by him who goes up and down Hira’ 

By the true temple of the valley of Mecca; 

By God who is never unmindful; 

By the black stone, when they stroke it 
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Did you drive me out of Mecca’s vale where I was safe 
And make me live in a loathsome white castle. 1 
You feather arrows, whose feathering will not help you ; 
You sharpen arrows, whose feathers are all for you ; 

You fight noble strong people 

And destroy those from whom you once sought help. 
You will know one day, when misfortune attacks you 
And strangers betray you, what you have done. 



The Life of Muhammad 151 

skins so that they were able to give some to every one of his generals. They 
sent ‘Abdullah and 'Amr with instructions to give each general his present 
before they spoke to the Negus about the refugees. Then they were to 
give their presents to the Negus and ask him to give the men up before he 
spoke to them. They carried out these instructions to the letter, and said 

refuge in the king’s country. They have forsaken our religion and not 
accepted yours, but have brought in an invented religion which neither 
we nor you know anything about. Our nobles have sent us to the king to 






religion.’ So the light moved 
people began to look at that lij 
I was coming down from the p 




friend of yours he was! He a 
upon me and when I told hir 
and your people are weak, so j 
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F them. My blood lies on the 





The Life of j 




291 (235) by a well called Maraq and sat in the garden and some ■ 
who had accepted Islam gathered together there. Now Sa‘d 
and Usayd b. Hudayr were at that time leaders of their clan, the ] 






pledged ourselves to war in complete oi 
305 woe, in ease and hardship and evil c 
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of B. Makhzum, Abu Salama b. 'Abdu’l-. 
Umar b. Makhzum whose forename was *AI 
year before the pledge at al-'Aqaba, having 
from Abyssinia. He migrated because the ( 







OF THE PROPHET 
After his companions had left, the apostle stayed in Mecca waiting for 
permission to migrate. Except for Abu Bakr and ' All, none of his supporters 
were left but those under restraint and those who had been forced to aposta- 
tize. The former kept asking the apostle for permission to emigrate and 
he would answer, ‘Don’t be in a hurry; it may be that God will give you 
a companion.’ Abu Bakr hoped that it would be Muhammad himself. 

When the Quraysh saw that the apostle had a party and companions 
not of their tribe and outside their territory, and that his companions 
had migrated to join them, and knew that they had settled in a new home 
and had gained protectors, they feared that the apostle might join them, 
since they knew that he had decided to fight them. So they assembled 
in their council chamber, the house of Qusayy b. Kilab where all their 
important business was conducted, to take counsel what they should do in 
regard to the apostle, for they were now in fear of him. 

One of our companions whom I have no reason to doubt told me on the 
authority of 'Abdullah b. Abu Najlh from Mujahid b. Jubayr father of 
al-Hajjaj ; and another person of the same character on the authority of 
'Abdullah b. 'Abbas told me that when they had fixed a day to come to a 

some old man clad in a mantle and stood at the door of the house. When 
they saw him standing there they asked him who he was and he told them 
that he was a shaykh from the highlands who had heard of their intention 
and had come to hear what they had to say and perhaps to give them 
counsel and advice. He was invited to enter and there he found the 
leaders of Quraysh. From B. 'Abdu Shams were 'Utba and Shayba sons 
of Rabi'a ; and Abu Sufyan. From B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manaf Tu'ayma 
b. 'Adiy; Jubayr b. Mut'im; and al-Harith b. 'Amir b. Naufal. From B. 
'Abdu’l-Dar al-Nadr b. al-Harith b. Kalada. From B. Asad b. 'Abdu’l- 
*Uzza Abu’l-Bakhtari b. Hisham and Zam'a b. al-Aswad b. al-Muttalib; 
and Hakim b. Hizam. From B. Makhzum Abu Jahl b. Hisham. From 
B. Sahm Nubayh and Munabbih the sons of al-Hajjaj. From B. Jumah 
Umayya b. Khalaf, and others including some who were not of Quraysh. 

The discussion opened with the statement that now that Muhammad 
had gained adherents outside the tribe they were no longer safe against 
a sudden attack and the meeting was to determine the best course to 
pursue. One advised that they should put him in irons behind bars and 
then wait until the same fate overtook him as befell his like, the poets 
Zuhayr and Nabigha, and others. The shaykh objected to this on the 
ground that news would leak out that he was imprisoned, and immediately 
his followers would attack and snatch him away; then their numbers 
would so grow that they would destroy the authority of Quraysh altogether. 
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The apostle instituted brotherhood between his fellow emigrants and the 
helpers, and he said according to what I have heard — and I appeal to 
God lest I should attribute to him words that he did not say — ‘Let each 
of you take a brother in God.’ He himself fook 'All by the hand and said, 
‘This is my brother.’ So God’s apostle, the lord of the sent ones and leader 
of the God-fearing, apostle of the Lord of the worlds, the peerless and 
unequalled, and. 'All b. Abu Talib became brothers. Hamza, the lion 
of God and the lion of his apostle and his uncle, became the brother of 
Zayd b. Haritha the apostle’s freedman. To him Hamza gave his last 
testament on the day of Uhud when battle was imminent in case he should 
meet his death. Ja'far b. Abu Talib — the ‘one of the wings’ who was to 
fly in Paradise — and Mu'adh b. Jabal brother of B. Salama became 
brothers (285). 

The pairs were arranged thus: 



Abu Bakr and Kharija b. Zuhayr brother of B. ’1-Harith b. al-Khazraj. 
'Umar and 'Itban b. Malik brother of B. Salim . . . b. al-Khazraj. 

345 Abu 'Ubayda, 'Amir b. 'Abdullah and Sa'd b. Mu'adh b. al-Nu'man. 
Abdu’l- Rahman b. Auf and Sa'd b. al-Rabi* brother of B. al-Harith. 



Al-Zubayr b. al'Awwam and Salama b. Salama b. Waqsh brother of B. 
'Abdu’l-Ashhal though others say that he linked up with 'Abdullah b. 
Mas'ud the ally of the B. Zuhra. 

'Uthm3n b. 'Affan and Aus b. Thabit b. al-Mundhir brother of B. 
al-Najjar. Talha b. 'Ubaydullah and Ka'b b. Malik brother of the B. 
Salama. 

Sa'd b. Zayd b. 'Amr b. Nufayl and Ubayy b. Ka'b brother of the B. 
al-Najjar. 

Mu?'ab b. 'Umayr and Abu Ayyub Khalid b. Zayd brother of the B. al- 
Najjar Abu Hudhayfa b. 'Utba and 'Abbad b. Bishr b. Waqsh, brother of 
the B. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal. 

'Ammar b. Yasir ally of the B. Makhzum and Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman 
brother of B. *Abdu 'Abs ally of the B. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal. (Others say that 
Thabit b. Qays b. al-Shammas brother of the B. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj 
the prophet’s orator and 'Ammar b. Yasir.) 

Abu Dharr, Burayr b. Junada al-Ghifari and al-Mundhir b. 'Amr, 



'he who hastened to his death’, 



al-Khazraj 



(286). 



Hajib b. Abu Balta'a, ally of B. Asad b. 'Abdu’l-'Uzz3 and 'Uwayra 



b. Sa'ida brother of B. 'Amr b. *Auf. 



Salman the Persian and Abu’I-Darda’ 'Uwaymir b. Tha'laba brother of 



B. al-Harith (287). Some say ‘Uwaymir was the son of 'Amir or of Zayd. 
Bilal freedman of Abu Bakr and the apostle’s muezzin and Abu Ruwayha 1 
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'Abdullah b. *Abdu’l-Rahm3n al-Khath'aml, more precisely one of the 

These are the men who were named to us as those to whom the 
apostle made his companions brothers. 

When 'Umar compiled the registers in Syria Bilal had gone there and 
remained as a combatant. He asked him with whom he wished to be 346 
grouped and he said with Abu Ruwayha. ‘I will never leave him, for the 
apostle established brotherhood between us.’ So he was linked with him 
and the register of the Abyssinians was linked with Khath'am because of 
Bilal’s position with them, and this arrangement continues to this day in 
Syria. 

abG umAma 

During the months in which the mosque was being built Abu Umama 
As'ad b. Zurara died ; he was seized by diphtheria and a rattling in the 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. Hazm told me on the 
authority of YahyS b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu’l-Rahman b. As'ad b. Zur3ra 
that the apostle said: ‘How unfortunate is the death of Abu Umama! 

The Jews and the Arab hypocrites are sure to say “If he were a prophet 
his companion would not die” and (truly) I have no power from God for 
myself or for my companion (to avert death).’ 

'Asim b. 'Umar b. Qatadaal-AnsSri told me that when Abu Umama died 
the B. al-Najjar came to the apostle, for Abu Um3ma was their leader, saying 
that he held the high rank the apostle knew of and would he appoint some- 
one from among them to act in his place ; to which the apostle replied, ‘You 
are my maternal uncles, and we belong together so I will be your leader.’ 

The apostle did not want to prefer any one of them to the others. Hence- 
forth the B. al-Najjar regarded themselves as highly honoured in having 
the apostle as their leader. 



When the apostle was firmly settled in Medina and his brethren the 
emigrants were gathered to him and the affairs of the helpers were arranged 
Islam became firmly established. Prayer was instituted, the alms tax and 
fasting were prescribed, legal punishments fixed, the forbidden and the 
permitted prescribed, and Islam took up its abode with them. It was this 347 
clan of the helpers who ‘ have taken up their abode (in the city of the prophet) 
and in the faith’. 1 When the apostle first came, the people gathered to 
him for prayer at the appointed times without being summoned. At first 
the apostle thought of using a trumpet like that of the Jews who used it to 
summon to prayer. Afterwards he disliked the idea and ordered a clapper 
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Zayd and Mujammi'. 
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a (future) reward for it. ‘l 
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'Abdu’l-Maslh by name ; (6) the Sayyid, their administrator who saw to 
transport and general arrangements, whose name was al-Ayham ; and 






luttalib to the sea- 

f Al-'Is (T. in the territory of Juhayna) with 
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luraysh advanced and when they reache 
khrama b. al-Muttalib saw a vision. ] 





We win not give 
And be unmindfi 
are truly realized in me.’) 1 





a polytheist 4! 



b. al-Harith 




‘Umayr, ‘were it not for a debt outstanding against me which I cannot pay 
and a family I cannot afford to leave unprovided for, I would ride to 
Muhammad and kill him, for I have good cause against the lot of them, my 
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e. Against those who 




b. Hashim; Zayd b. 
ImruVl-Qays al-Kalbi 
Labsha likewise (411); j 




r hom Suhayb b. 
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And which I have tried until I lost even my next-of-kin. 

5*7 The Merciful honoured me with His favour 
With the garment of Islam to cover my faults. 

I did not shrink from fighting them 

The day that men called on their peers to fight them, 

When they asked the prophet he sought only us three 
So that we came out to the herald ; 

We met them like lions, brandishing our spears, 

We fought the rebellious for God’s sake; 

We three did not move from our position 
Till their fate came upon them (547). 

When 'Ubayda died of the wound in his leg at the battle of Badr, Ka'b b. 
Malik, the Ansari, wrote this elegy on him: 

O eye, be generous, not niggardly, 

With thy true tears; spare them not 
For a man whose death appalled us, 

Noble in deed and in descent, 

Bold in attack with sharpened sword, 

Of noble repute and goodly descent. 2 
‘Ubayda has passed away, we cannot hope 
For good or evil from him, 

On the eve of battle he used to protect our rearguard with his sword. 
Ka'b also said: 

Have Ghassan heard in their distant haunt 
(The best informant is one with knowledge thereof), 

That Ma'add shot their arrows at us, 

The whole tribe of them were hostile, 

Because we worship God, hoping in none other, 

5*8 Hoping for heaven’s gardens since their prophet has come to us. 3 
A prophet with a glorious inheritance among his people, 

And truthful ancestors whose origin made them pure ; 

Both sides advanced, and we met them like lions 
Whose victims have nothing to hope for; 

We smote them in the battle 

Till Lu’ayy’s leader fell upon his face; 

They fled, and we cut them down with our sharp swords, 
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Your horsemen did not protect you at Badr, 

They could not stand fast when they met us; 

We came there with God’s light 
Clearing away the cover of darkness from us. 

God’s apostle led us, by God’s order, 

An order He had fixed by decree ; 

Your horsemen could not conquer at Badr 
And returned to you in evil case; 

Do not hurry, Abu Sufyan, and watch 
For the fine steeds coming up from Kada*, 1 
By God’s help the holy spirit is among them 2 
And Michael, what a goodly company! 



TTalib b. Abu Talib, praising the apostle and lamenting the men of 
Quraysh who were thrown into the pit at Badr, said: 

My eye wept copiously 

Over Ka'b, though it sees them not. 

Ka'b deserted one another in the wars, and 

Fate destroyed them, they having greatly sinned. 3 

And 'Amir this morning are weeping for the misfortunes (that befell 

Shall I ever see them closer (to each other)? 

They are my brothers, their mother no harlot, 

O our brothers 'Abdu Shams and Naufal, may I be your ransom, 

Put not war between us. After the love and friendship we had 
Become not (the subject of) stories in which all of you have something 5*9 
to complain of. 

Do you not know what happened in the war of Dahis 
And when Abu Yaksum’s army filled the ravine? 

Had not God the Sole Existent saved you 
You could not have protected your people. 

We among Quraysh have done no great wrong 



But merely protected the best man tl 
A standby in misfortunes, generous, 



Noble in reputation, no niggard, no 



: ever trod the earth ; 



His door is thronged by those seeking his bounty, 






By God, my soul will ever be sad, 




)r the night traveller or the one wanting food, 
: lost whom he put at his ease (561). 




>ld me the apostle walked Swc 

ent them off, saying, ‘Go By 




“Are you the son of 'Adly b. al- 
“By God, I have not seen you 
>5 who nursed you in Dhu T uwS - 
camel, and she clasped you re 
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“When the Muslims went out against Musaylima, the false prophet, lo 
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The apostle said, 'For this reason the angels washed him.’ Shaddad said 
about his killing Hanzala: 

I protect my friend and myself 

With a thrust that pierces like the rays of the sun. 

Abu Sufyan, mentioning his hardihood on that day and the help that Ibn 
Sha'ub gave him against Hanzala, said: 



Had I wished it my swift bay could have saved me, 

And I should owe no thanks to Ibn Sha'ub. 

I fought them and cried, ‘On, Ghalibl’ 

I beat them from me with firm strength ; 

Heed not the remonstrance of others, 

Grow not weary of tears and sighs, 

Weep for thy father and his brothers who have passed away, 
Their fate deserves thy tears; 

My former sorrow is relieved 
Because I killed the best men of NajjSr, 

And Hashim’s noble stallion and Mus'ab 



slaked my vengeance on them, 

My heart had been seared and scarred. 

They retired their (Meccan) vagabonds dead 1 
Thrust through, bleeding, prostrate.* 

Those not their equals in blood smote them 
And those who were beneath them in rank (593). 3 



ling the way he helped Abu Sufyan and defended him, 



Had I not been there and defended you, Ibn Harb, 
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Had I not brought my horse back there, 

Hyaenas or jackals would have devoured your flesh (594). 

Al-Harith b. Hisham, answering Abu Sufy 3 n, said: 

Had you seen what they did at Badr’s pool 

You would have returned with fear in your heart as long as you live; 

(Or you would have been killed and I should have caused 
Weeping women to weep for you, 

And you would not have felt sorrow for the loss of a dear one). 

I paid them back in kind for Badr 

On a spirited galloping prancing horse (595). 

Then God sent down His help to the Muslims and fulfilled His 
promise. They slew the enemy with die sword until they cut them off from 
their camp and there was an obvious rout. 

Yahya b. 'Abbad b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from 'Ab- 57® 
dullah b. al-Zubyr from Zubayr said : I found myself looking at the anklets 
of Hind d. 'Utba and her companions, tucking up their garments as they 
fled. There was nothing at all to prevent anyone seizing them when the 
archers turned aside to the camp when the enemy had been cut off from it 
(J. making for the spoil). Thus they opened our rear to the cavalry and 
we were attacked from behind. Someone called out 'Ha, Muhammad has 
been killed.’ We turned back and the enemy turned back on us after we 
had killed the standardbearers so that none of the enemy could come near 
it (596). 

A traditionist told me that the standard lay on the ground until Amra 
the IJ&rithite d. 'Alqama took it up and raised it aloft for Quraysh so that 
they gathered round it. It had been with Su’Sb, a slave of B. Abu T a ^? a » 
an Abyssinian. He was the last of them to take it. He fought until his 
hands were cut off ; then he knelt upon it and held the flag between his 
breast and throat until he was killed over it, saying the while ‘O God, have 




Muhammad 

ler raising the scandard : 
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Abu Dujana made his body a shield for the apostle. Arrows were fal 
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answered, ‘He said to me in Mecca that he would kill me, and, by God, if 
he had spat on me he would have killed me.’ The enemy of God died in 
Sarif as they were taking him back to Mecca. 

In reference to that Hassan b. Thabit said: 

Ubayy showed the disbelief inherited from his father 
The day the apostle met him in battle. 

You came to him carrying a mouldering bone 
And threatened him, ignorant of his office. 

Banu’l-Najjar killed Umayya from among you 
When he called on 'Aqil for help. 

Rabi'a’s two sons perished when they obeyed Abu Jahl. 

Their mother became childless. 

Harith escaped when we were busy taking prisoners. 

To capture him was not worth while (604).’ 

Hassan b. Thabit also said: 

Who will give a message from me to Ubayy ? 

Long have you pursued error, 

Sworn vows that you would win. 

Long have you indulged in such hopes, 

But unbelief leads to disappointment. 

A thrust from an angry warrior found you 
One of a noble house, no miscreant. 

Who surpasses all other creatures 
When misfortunes befall. 




and a number of emigrants fought until they drove them down the 
mountain. 

The apostle made for a rock on the mountain to climb it. He had become 
heavy by reason of his age, and moreover he had put on two coats of mail, 
so when he tried to get up he could not do so. Talha b. 'Ubaydullah 
squatted beneath him and lifted him up until he settled comfortably upon it. 

Yahya b. 'Abbad b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from ‘Abdul- 
lah b. al-Zubayr from al-Zubayr said: ‘That day I heard the apostle saying 
“Talha earned paradise when he did what he did for the apostle (606).’” 

The army had fled away from the apostle until some of them went as far 
as al-Munaqqa near al-A'was. 1 'Asim b. 'Umar b. Qatada from Mahmud 
b. Labid told me that when the apostle went out to Uhud Husayl b. jabir, 
who was al-Yaman Abu Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman, and Thabit b. Waqsh 
were sent up into the forts with the women and children. They were both 
old men and one said to the other, ‘What are you waiting for, confound 
you? Neither of us will live much longer. 1 We are certain to die today or 
tomorrow, so let us take our swords and join the apostle. Perhaps God will 
grant us martyrdom with him.’ So they took their swords and sallied out 
until they mingled with the army. No one knew anything about them. 
Thabit was killed by the polytheists and Husayl by the swords of the Mus- 
lims, who killed him without recognizing him. Hudhayfa said, ‘It is my 
father.’ They said, ‘By God, we did not know him,’ and they spoke the 
truth. Hudhayfa said* ‘May God forgive you, for He is most compassion- 
ate.’ The apostle wanted to pay his blood-money, but Hudhayfa gave it 
as alms to the Muslims and that increased his favour with the apostle. 

'Asim also told me that a man called Hajib b. Umayya b. Rafi', who had 
a son called Yazld, was grievously wounded at Uhud and was brought to 
his people’s settlement at the point of death. His kinsmen gathered round 
and the men and women began to say to him, ‘Good news of the garden 
(of paradise), O son of Hatib.’ Now Hatib was an old man who had lived 
long in the heathen period and his hypocrisy appeared then, for he said, 
‘What good news do you give him? Of a garden of rue? 3 By God, you 
have robbed this^man of his life by your deception (and brought great 

'Asim told me: ‘There was a man among us, a stranger of unknown 
origin called Quzman. The apostle used to say when he was mentioned, 
“He belongs to the people of hell.” On the day of Uhud he fought fiercely 
and killed seven or eight polytheists single-handed, he being a stout 
warrior. He was disabled by wounds and carried to the quarter of B. 
£afar. The Muslims began to say to him, “You have done gallantly, Quz- 
man, be of good cheer!” “Why should I,” he said, “I only fought for the 
honour of my people; but for that I should not have fought." And when 
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The light-giving straight way. 

They continually smote the warriors 
As they passed through the clouds of dust 
Till at last the King summoned them 
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Like lions of the plains who cannot be turned back; 
All our steeds like hawks, 

Blood horses fiery, well-saddled. 

We trod them down there until they fled 
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0 my people, can one without strength and courage 
Slay a man like me? 

If the tiniest ants were to crawl upon her 
They would make wounds in her skin. 

She smells of' sweet scent and lingers in her bed 
Adorned with silver and strung with pearls. 

The daily sun surpasses her in naught 
Except that youth does not endure. 

My uncle was orator at Jabiyatu’l-Jaulan 
With al-Nu'man when he stood up (to speak). 

1 was the hawk at the door of Ibn Salma 
On the day that Nu’man was sick in fetters. 

Ubayy and Waqid were set free for me. 

The day they went forth with their fetters broken 
I went surety for them with all my wealth, 

Every scrap of it was allotted. 

My family stood high in their regard, 

Every dwelling had a great ancestor of mine. 

My father gave decisive judgement at Sumayha 2 

Is a man of no account, blamed even by his friends. 
How much culture is destroyed by poverty 
While prosperity hides barbarism! 3 
Do not insult me for you cannot do so, 

Only a gentleman can insult his peer. 4 
I care not if a he goat cries in the wasteland 5 
Or a churl speaks evil behind my back. 

The finest stock of Banu Qusayy took over the courage 
(You ought to have had) when you withdrew. 
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So that they stood not fast but lost their wits. 

Their collarbones could not sustain its weight; 

Only the best men can carry the standard (648). 

Hassan b. Thabit mourning Hamza: 

O Mayya, arise and weep sadly at dawn as the keening women do; 

As those who carry heavy burdens cannot move for their weight 
Who cry aloud scratching the faces of free women. 

When their tears run they are like the pillars reddened by the blood 

They let their hair loose and their locks appear 
Like the tails of restive plunging horses in the morning, 

Some plaited, 1 some cut, dishevelled by the wind. 6*7 

They weep sadly like mourners whom fate has wounded, 

Their hearts scarred by painful wounds. 

Fate has smitten those who were our hope when we were afraid, 

The men of Uhud whom fate’s calamities destroyed. 

Our knight and protector when armed men appeared, 

O Hamza, I will not forget you while time lasts, 

The refuge of orphans and guests and the widow who looks shyly away, 

And from the fate that brings war after war with growing evil. 

O knight, O protector, O Hamza, you were our great defender 
From blows of fate when they were crushing. 

You reminded me of the lion of the apostle, that protector of ours 
Who will always be mentioned when noble chiefs are counted 
High above the leaders, generous, white, shining; 

Not frivolous, poor spirited, nor grumbling at life’s burdens. 
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f the polytheists. 
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Hubayra b. Abu Wahb making excuses for his flight, weeping for 'Amr, 

On my life, I did not turn my back 
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Hassan also said: 

The warrior 'Amr b. 'Abd i 
Requiring to be avenged: hi 
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Al-Zuhri told us from 'Alqama b. Waqqas, and from 
and from ‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr, and from Ubaydullah b. A 
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ludayr said : “If they are ' And » b y God, the a P° stle had not moved from where he was sitting when 
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'Abdullah b. Abu Najih told me from Makhul that the apostle prohibited 
four things that day: carnal intercourse with pregnant women who were 
captured; eating the flesh of domestic donkeys; eating any carnivorous 
animal; and selling booty before it had been duly allotted. 

Sallam b. Kirkira told me from 'Amr b. Dinar from Jabir b. 'Abdullah 
al-Ansari (Jabir had not been present at Khaybar) that when the apostle 
forbade the flesh of donkeys he allowed them to eat horseflesh. 
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Now piercing, now slashing, 

As when lions advance in their rage. 

The hardened warrior gives way before my onslaught; 

My himd 1 cannot be approached. 

With these words he challenged all to single combat and Ka'b b. Malik 
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he number of the companions among whom Khaybar was divided was f or his tw0 sons . Umm Habib d. Jahsh 30 ; Maiku' b. 'Abda 30 ; and to his 

® with shares for home and foot; 1,400 men and 200 horses; every own wives 70o ( 772 ). 
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ants me martyrdom and you return cousin of his came up with a meat bone, saying, ‘Strengthen yourself i 




Like the dripping of a faulty water-skin. 

800 In the night when sorrows came upon me 

When I was not sobbing 3 I turned restlessly on my couch. 
Grief came repeatedly and I passed the night 
As though I had to shepherd Ursa and Pisces/ 

Twas as though between my ribs and bowels 
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hold to her plighted word otherwise than as sieves 
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that there were two men who had said what I nights since the apostle had forbidden men to speak to us were complete. 
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Then He mentioned the sincere and faithful Bedouin among them and 
said: 'And of the Bedouin there is he who believes in God and the last 
day and regards what he spends and the prayers of the apostle as accep- 
table offerings with God. It is an acceptable offering for them.' 

Then He mentioned the first emigrants and helpers and their merit and 
the goodly reward which God promised them. Then he joined with them 
their later followers in goodness and He said, ‘God is pleased with them 
and they are pleased with Him.' Then He said: ‘And of the Bedouin 
round you there are the disaffected and of the people of Medina there are 
those who are stubborn in disaffection,’ i.e. persist in it and refuse to be 
otherwise; ‘we shall punish them twice.’ The punishment with which 
God threatened them twice according to my information is their grief 
over their position in Islam and their inward rage at not getting a (heavenly) 
reward ; then their punishment in the grave when they get there ; then the 
great punishment to which they will be brought, the punishment of hell 
eternally. Then He said: ‘And there are others who acknowledged their 
faults. They mixed a good deed with another that was bad; perhaps God 
will relent towards them, for He is forgiving, merciful.’ 

Then He said, ‘Take alms from their wealth wherewith to purify and 
cleanse them’ to the end of the passage. Then He said: ‘And there are 
others who are postponed to God’s decree; either He will punish them or 
relent towards them.’ They are the three who were left in abeyance and 
the apostle postponed their case until their forgiveness came from God. 

9*9 Then He said, ‘And as for those who chose a mosque out of opposition’ 
to the end of the passage. Then He said: ‘God has bought from the 
believers their lives and their wealth for the Garden that will be theirs.’ 
Then comes the narrative dealing with Tabuk to the end of the chapter. 

In the time of the prophet and afterwards Bara’a was called al-Muba- 
'thira 1 because it laid bare the secret thoughts of men. Tabuk was the last 
raid that the apostle made. 



THE POETRY OF ^ASSAN ENUMERATING THE BATTLES 
Hasson b. Thabit, enumerating the battles and campaigns in which the 
Ansir fought in company with the apostle, said: (872) 

Am I not the best of Ma'add in family and tribe* 

If all of them be reckoned and counted ? 

A people all of whom witnessed Badr with the apostle 
Neither falling short nor deserting. 

They gave him their fealty, not one betrayed it, 

And there was no deceit in their plighted word. 

On the day when in the glen of Uhud 
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Well-aimed blows blazing like a hot fire met them 
And the day of Dhu Qarad when dust rose above them as they rode 
They did not flinch nor fear. 

At Dhu’l-'Ushayra they overrode them with the apostle 
Armed with sword and spear. 

At Waddin they drove out its people 
Galloping along till hill and mountain stopped us. 

And the night when they sought their enemy for God’s sake 
(And God will reward them for what they did). 

And the raid on Najd, where with the apostle 
They gained much spoil and booty. 

And the night in Hunayn when they fought with him 
He gave them a second taste of combat. 

And the raid of al-Q§‘ when we scattered the enemy 
As camels are scattered before their drinking-place. 

They were the people who paid him homage 

To the point of war— they succoured him and left him not. 

In the raid on Mecca they were on guard among his troops 
Neither light-minded nor hasty. 

At Khaybar they were in his squadron 
Each man walking like a hero facing death 
With swords quivering in their right hands 
Sometimes bent through striking, sometimes straight. 

The day the apostle went to Tabuk seeking God’s reward 
They were his first standard-bearers. 

They had the conduct of war if it seemed good to them 
Until advance or retreat seemed the best. 

Those are the people, the prophet’s Ansar, 

And they are my people — to them I belong when my descent is 
searched. 

They died honourably, faith unbroken, 

And when they were killed it was for God’s sake (873). 

HassSn also said: 

We were kings of men before Muhammad 
And when Islam came we had the superiority. 

God the only God honoured us with 

Bygone days that have no parallel 

In our help to God and His apostle and His religion, 

And God has given us a name which has no equal. 

Those people of mine are the best of all people. 

Whatever is counted good my people are worthy of it. 

They surpass all their predecessors in generosity 
And the way to their generosity is never barred. 

When men come to their assemblies they do not behave unseemly, 



The Life of Muhammad 627 

: ully tended mares 
at of condition from long stabling. 
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ribs. Then he wrote to a man in Rome 1 who used to read in Hebrew what 
T. 1566 they read telling him about his affair and describing his circumstances 
and telling him about what had come from him. The man in Rome 
replied that he is the prophet whom we expect: there is no doubt about it, 
so follow him and believe in him. So Heraclius ordered the Roman generals 
to assemble in a room and commanded that the doors should be fastened. 
Then he looked down on them from an upper chamber (for he was afraid 
of them) and said: 'O Romans, I have brought you together for a good 
purpose. This man has written me a letter summoning me to his religion. 
By God, he is truly the prophet whom we expect and find in our books, so 
come and let us follow him and believe in him that it may be well with us in 
this world and the next.’ As one man they uttered cries of disgust and 
ran to the doors to get out, but found them bolted. He ordered that they 
should be brought back to him, fearing for his life, and said: ‘I spoke these 
words that I might see the firmness of your religion in face of what has 
happened, and I am delighted with what I have seen of your behaviour.’ 
They fell down in obeisance and he ordered that the doors should be 
opened and they went off. 

A traditionist said that Heraclius said to Dihya b. Khalifa when he 
brought the apostle’s letter: ‘Alas, I know that your master is a prophet 
sent (by God) and that it is he whom we expect and find in our book, but 
I go in fear of my life from the Romans ; but for that I would follow him. 
Go to Paghatir the bishop and tell him about your master, for he is 
greater among the Romans than I, and his word counts for more than 
T- 1567 mine. See what he says to you.’ So Dihya went and told him about 
what he had brought from the apostle and of his invitation to Heraclius. 
Pagha{ir said: ‘Your master is a prophet who has been sent; we know 
him by his description, and we find him mentioned by name in our 
scriptures.’ Then he went and discarded his black clothes and put on 
white garments and took his staff and went out to the Romans who were in 
church and said: ‘O Romans, a letter has come to us from Ahmad in 
which he calls us to God and I bear witness that there is no God but 
Allah and that Ahmad is his slave and apostle.’ They leapt upon him 
with one accord and beat him until he was dead. When Dihya returned to 
Heraclius and told him the news he said: ‘I told you that we feared death 
at their hands and PaghSpr was greater among them and his word counted 

From Khalid b. Yasar from one of the first people of Syria: When 
Heraclius wanted to go from Syria to Constantinople when he heard 
about the apostle he gathered the Romans together and said: ‘I am laying 
before you some matters which I want to carry out. You know that this 
man is a prophet who has been sent ; we find him in our book ; we know 
him by his description, so come and let us follow him that it may be well 
with us in this world and the next.’ They said, ‘Are we to be under the 
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hands of the Arabs when we are a people with a greater kingdom, a larger 
population, and a finer country!’ He said, ‘Come and I will pay him the 
poll-tax every year and avert his onslaught and get rest from war by the 
money I pay him.’ They replied, ‘Are we to pay the low and insignificant T- 1568 
Arabs a tax when we are more numerous, with greater sovereignty and a 
stronger country ? By God, we will never do it.’ He said, ‘Then come and 
let me make peace with him on condition that I give him the land of 
Syria while he leaves me the land of Sha’m.’ Syria with them meant 
Palestine, Jordan, Damascus, Him?, and what is below the Pass of the 
land of Syria, 1 while what was beyond the Pass meant Sha’m. They said, 

‘Are we to give him the land of Syria, when you know that it is the navel 
of Sha’m? By God, we will never do it.’ At this refusal he said, ‘You will 
see that you will be conquered when you protect yourselves against him 
in your province.’ Then he got on his mule and rode off until he looked 
down on the Pass facing Sha’m and said, ‘Farewell for the last time, O 
land of Syria.’ Then he rode off rapidly to Constantinople. 

The apostle sent Shuj 5 ‘ b. Wahb, brother of B. Asad b. Khuzayma, to 
al-Mundhir b. al-H 5 rith b. Abu Shimr al-Ghass 5 ni, lord of Damascus. 

(T. via Salama: The apostle sent ‘Amr b. Umayya al-Damri to the T. 1569 
Negus about Ja'far b. Abu Talib and his companions and sent a letter 
with him . . . ‘From Muhammad the apostle of God to the Negus al-A?ham 
king of Abyssinia, Peace. I praise Allah unto you the King, the Holy, 
the Peace, the Faithful, the Watcher, 1 and I bear witness that Jesus son 
of Mary is the spirit of God and His word which He cast to Mary the 
Virgin, the good, the pure, so that she conceived Jesus. God created him 
from His spirit and His breathing as He created Adam by His hand and 
His breathing. I call you to God the Unique without partner and to 
His obedience, and to follow me and to believe in that which came to me, 
for I am the apostle of God. I have sent to you my nephew Ja'far with a 
number of Muslims, and when they come to you entertain them without 
haughtiness, for I invite you and your armies to God. I have accomplished 

those that follow true guidance.’ 

The Negus replied: . . . ‘From the Negus al-Asham b. Abjar, Peace 
upon you, O prophet of Allah, and mercy and blessing from Allah beside 
Whom there is no God, who has guided me to Islam. I have received 
your letter in which you mention the matter of Jesus and by the Lord 
of heaven and earth he is not one scrap more than what you say. We know 
that with which you were sent to us and we have entertained your nephew 
and his companions. I testify that you are God’s apostle, true and con- 
firming (those before you). I have given my fealty to you and to your 
nephew and I have surrendered myself through him to the Lord of the 
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These were thirty-eight (T- thirty-five) in number (T. between the time 
of his coming to Medina and his death). ‘Ubayda b. al-Harith was sent 
to the lower part (T- to the tribes) of Thaniyatu’l-Mara (T. which is a 
well in the Hijaz) ; Hamza b. 'Abdu’l-Muttalib to the coast in the direction 
of al-‘Is. (Some people date Hamza’s raid before that of Ubayda); Sa'd 
b. Abu Waqqas to al-Kharr5r (T- in the Hijaz); ‘Abdullah b. Jahsh to 
Nakhla; Zayd b. Haritha to al-Qarda (T- a well in Najd); Muhammad b. 
Maslama’s attack on Ka'b b. al-Ashraf; Marthad b. Abu Marthad al- 
Ghanawl to al-Raji‘ ; al-Mundhir b. *Amr to Bi’r Ma'una ; Abu ‘Ubayda b. 



Then he went inside his tent. , 

We^gave them time until they quietened down and went to sleep (1. 
until their cattle returned in the evening and they milked them and lay 
down quietly, and a- third of the night passed) and towards dawn we 
attacked them and killed some and drove off the cattle. They cried out to 
one another for aid, and a multitude that we could not resist came at us 
(T. omits and has ‘and we went on quickly until we passed by al-Harith’) 
and we went on with the cattle and passed Ibn al-Barsa and his companion 
and carried them along with us. The enemy were hard on our heels and only 
the Wadi Qudayd was between us, when God sent a flood m the wadi 
from whence He pleased, for there were no clouds that we could see and 9 
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out to one another they all fled at once with their wives and children and 
such of their property as they could lay hands on easily. We drove off 
a large number of camels and sheep and brought them to the apostle and 
99* I took RifSYs head to the apostle, who gave me thirteen of the camels to 
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abO'ubayda b. al-jarrAh’s raid to the coast 
‘Ubada b. al-Walid b. 'Ubada b. al-Samit from his father from his grand- 
father 'Ubada b. al-Samit told me: The apostle sent a force to the coast 
commanded by Abu 'Ubayda and furnished them with a supply of dates. 
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:ionist told me. I.I. himself includes Tha'laba 3o6 . y a y a mean s 'so that we can see clearly with nothin! 

Umayya who were at Badr. from us’. AbQ’l-Akhzar al-HumSni, named Qutayba, r~ J 



zuSghit. I was told that Abu N(jih said that jib! means sorcery 
aragraph is what I.I. said: what foUows continues the preceding 
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Addenda 

the proverb adhallu min baydati'l-balai ‘more forlorn than 
5’. The ostrich was supposed to leave its eggs in the sand of 
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